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On Nov. 26 more than 15 nations and several UN organizations expressed their intention of
continuing to aid the Salvadoran government in reconstructing the capital city. President Jose
Napoleon Duarte spoke before the General Assembly Nov. 25, stating that the earthquake of early
October had caused $2 billion in damages, and had nearly destroyed San Salvador and the national
economy. Duarte also presented a report on how his government is administering emergency
aid via 150 projects for national reconstruction and rehabilitation. The US Congress has assigned
$50 million to the reconstruction effort. According to a Nov. 21 agreement with the Salvadoran
government, $31 million will be employed in supplying temporary living accommodations and
construction materials for low-income families, as well as loans for home repair; $5 million are
destined to repairs of public services; $10 million to the reconstruction of small businesses, and $4
million will be used in debris removal operations. In addition to the $50 million, the US contributed
$2.5 million for the initial aid effort following the earthquake. These funds provided search and
rescue teams, blankets, medical supplies, field tents, and transportation.
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